ANSWER:

DEA presently fully funds 26 State and Local Task Forces, Within
available resources, DEA has expanded the program. During the past
eighteen months, task forces have been established and funded in
seven cities as follows:

Baltimore, Maryland                     Burlington, Vermont

Honolulu, Hawaii                           Reno, Nevada

New Orleans, Louisiana              Louisville, Kentucky
San Juan, P.R.

In addition to these, funded expansions have taken place in Chicago
and Detroit, We also are operating additional task forces where
expenses are shared.

QUESTION:

Relative to all your programs, how valuable is the Federal, state and
local task force program?

ANSWER:

DEA's State and Local Task Force Program has shown excellent enforce-
ment results. The program is cost efficient and serves as a vehicle
for fostering and maintaining a harmonious relationship between
state, local and Federal law enforcement officials.

The program has resulted consistently in over 2,000 arrests per year
with a very high conviction rate. About 30% of these arrests are
in the Class I and Glass II case categories.

Joint Investigations-Custpm^
QUESTION;

Last year, we discussed an initiative whereby Customs agents could
investigate drug cases with the permission and under the supervision
of DEA. How do you believe this program has worked?

ANSWER:

This program has worked well.   When properly utilized, additional
manpower as well as investigative expertise of U.S. Customs personnel
are significant factors in more effective drug enforcement efforts.

QUESTION;

How often do you deny Customs permission to conduct Joint Investiga-
tions?

ANSWER;

Very rarely, if ever, are requests for Joint investigations denied.
This Is due to the efforts of DEA and U.S. Customs field managers in
ensuring that requests for delegation of Title 21 authority are valid
and necessary.   The usual reason for denial of delegation of Title 21
authority is that the proposed activities of U.S. Customs Agents are
not sufficiently oriented toward specific investigative or program-
matic goals,

QUESTION:

How many Joint investigations were conducted last year?

ANSWER;

On 20 separate occasions, Title 21 authority was requested and ap-
proved for U.S. Customs Agents. The number of both U.S. Customs
Agents and investigations are significantly greater, as requests
often involve multiple agents/investigations. Not counted, of
course, are those cooperative investigations where Title 21 auth-
ority is not appropriate.ategy. Several
